Danish Peacekeeping Forces 


Meter Franking Machines 


This display shows meter franking machines used by various Danish contingents supporting United 
Nations peacekeeping forces around the world. The use of such franking machines started with the 
Danish contingent supporting the United Nations Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) in Autumn 1990. 
Official mail from the Danish contingents had to be paid for and so a postage rate appears in the frank 
die. Private mail from serving military personnel was free and so the meter frank would show a 00000 
rate. The following is listing of known uses of such machines, in serial number order: 


Meter machine G3858 


late 1990 - Jan 1993 DANCON / UNFICYP 

Jul 1995 - 16 Jan 1996 DANBAT / UNPROFOR 

May-Aug 1997 DANCON / ALBANIEN 

Feb 1999-1 May 2000 DANBN/ NPB 

Mar 2001 DANCON SHIRBRIG / 
UNMEE 


Mar 2002 - Aug 2002 DANCON / ISAF 


Meter machine G4490 


Apr 1992 -Sep/Oct 1995 DANCON / UNPROFOR 
& 


16 Jan - 29 Mar 1996 
1-5 Apr 1995 


Feb 1999 - 15 Feb 2000 HQ NPB 


1 May 2000 onwards 


Meter machine G7179 


Jun-Sep 1999 DANCON / AFOR 
25 Oct 1999 onwards DANBN / KFOR 


Meter machine G7440 


9 Aug 1999 onwards DANCON / KFOR 

22 Feb - 25 Mar 2002 DANCON / SRO2 

Aug 2003 onwards DANCON / IRAK 
Meter machine G7500 

Aug 2001 onwards DANCON / KFOR 








DANCON / UNPROFOR 


DANCON-NPBG / SFOR 


IN THE SERVICE OF PEACE 
(Dec 1991 & Dec 1992 a special 
Christmas slogan was used) 


IN THE SERVICE OF PEACE 
(small slogan) 


IN THE SERVICE OF PEACE 
(NATO star) 


IN THE SERVICE OF PEACE 


IN THE SERVICE OF PEACE 


IN THE SERVICE OF PEACE 
(large slogan) or 
FREE MAIL SERVICE 


IN THE SERVICE OF PEACE 
(small slogan) 


(NATO star) 


(NATO star) 


(None) 
(NATO star) or (None) 


(NATO star) 


(NATO star) 
IN THE SERVICE OF OPEACE 


(NATO star) 





UNFICYP: United Nations Force in 
Cyprus 


UNPROFOR: United Nations Force 
Used in Croatia; replaced by G4490 


Albania 


Danish Battalion with Nordic-Polish 
Brigade (NPB) 


UNMEE: UN Mission in Ethiopia & Eritrea 
SHIRBRIG: Standby High-Readiness 
Brigade 


ISAF: International Security Assistance 
Force in Afghanistan 


Official mail ) 
) Croatia 
Soldiers free mail ) 


Used by Danish HQ Coy and Danish 
personnel in NPB HQ in Doboj, Bosnia 


NPBG: Nordic-Polish Battle Group 
SFOR: NATO-led Stabilisation Force 


AFOR: Albanian Force 


KFOR: Kosovo Force 
Danish Battalion at Mitrovica, Kosovo 


KFOR: Kosovo Force 
Danish National Support Element a 
Kumanova, near Skopje, Macedonia 


Exercise Strong Resolve 2002 


Danish Contingent in Iraq 


KFOR: Kosovo Force 








Danish Peacekeeping Forces 


United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR) - Croatia 


Meter: G3858 


Try as it might Yugoslavia never really recovered from the death of Marshal Tito in 1980, then came the collapse of communist regimes throughout eastern Europe. This fuelled 
unrest and hastened the rise of nationalism at the expense of socialism and decades of deep ethnic divides, distrust and rivalries were brought to the surface until it reached a 
point in 1991 when Yugoslavia began to unravel. Eventually the UN had to be called in to broker a ceasefire between the warring factions. Initially a UN Military Liaison Office 
- Yugoslavia (UNMLOY) was established on 8 January 1992, but this was later expanded into the UN Protection Force (UNPROFOR) on 21 February 1992. 


Meter franking machine G3858 inscribed DANBAT / UNPROFOR was introduced in July 1995 for the Danish Battalion (DANBAT), as the Danish contingent to UNPROFOR was 
called by that time due to its increased size comparable to a battalion. This particular meter mark was last used in Cyprus supporting Danish troops as part of UNFICYP up until 
January 1993. The two line slogan die “IN THE SERVICE OF PEACE” was used on all mail - both private (free) mail and official (paid) mail. This meter was used by DANBAT 
until the Danish contingent returned to Denmark in October 1995. Thereafter it was used by the Danish Contingent post office in Zagreb until 16 January 1996 when it was 
replaced by meter frank G4490. The example below is dated 13.7.95 showing use on private (free) post with “00000” in the postage die. 
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Danish Peacekeeping Forces 


United Nations Mission in Ethiopia & Eritrea (UNMEE) - Eritrea 


Meter: G3858 


The United Nations Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) was established by the United Nations Security 
Council in July 2000 to monitor a ceasefire in the border war that began back in 1998 between Ethiopia and Eritrea. 
The first UNMEE deployment involved the Standby High-Readiness Brigade (SHIRBRIG) which was a Danish-led 
initiative associated with the United Nations that aimed to create a standby force ready for peacekeeping. It was 
formed largely as a result of the genocide in Rwanda and other atrocities. Its permanent headquarters were in 
Garderkasernen (Garder barracks), in Høvelte 30 kilometres north of Copenhagen in Denmark. 


The deployment of the main elements of SHIRBRIG took place in November/December 2000 and comprised a 
headquarters unit.based in Asmara in Eritrea, a combined infantry battalion made up of Canadian and Dutch troops 
and a headquarters company from Denmark. Following peace talks between the two warring factions a 
comprehensive Peace Agreement was signed between Ethiopia and Eritrea on 12 December 2000 and having 
completed its peacekeeping tasks SHIRBRIG pulled out of the two countries in May/June 2001. The last of the 
Danish contingent was expected to leave the mission area on 19 June 2001 having been replaced by a contingent 
of French troops. 


The card below shows meter franking machine G3858 inscribed DANCON SHIRBRIG / UNMEE was introduced for 
Danish soldiers involved in operations Ethiopia and Eritrea. This cover is dated 22.3.01 and has the two line slogan 
die “IN THE SERVICE OF PEACE” used on both private (free) mail and official (paid) mail. 
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Danish Peacekeeping Forces 


International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) - Afghanistan 


Meter: G3858 


In December 2001 several 
Afghan factions met in 
Bonn Germany, under the 
auspices of the United 
Nations, to end the conflict 
in Afghanistan, to promote 
national reconciliation and 
to plan a way forward for 
governing the country. 
The resulting Bonn 
Agreement provided for 
an International Security 
Assistance Force (ISAF), 
to assist the Afghan 
government in this 
respect. 
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support staff. This cover 
is dated 10.8.02 and has 
the two line slogan die “IN 
THE SERVICE OF 
PEACE” used on both 
private (free) mail and 
Official (paid) mail 





Danish Peacekeeping Forces 


United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR) - Croatia 


Meter: G4490 


Try as it might Yugoslavia never really recovered from the death of Marshal Tito in 1980, then came the 
collapse of communist regimes throughout eastern Europe. This fuelled unrest and hastened the rise of nationalism at the 
expense of socialism and decades of deep ethnic divides, distrust and rivalries were brought to the surface until it reached 
a point in 1991 when Yugoslavia began to unravel. 


On 25 and 26 June 1991 the two republics of Slovenia and Croatia each declared independence and formed their own 
para-military units. _Macedonia's parliament declared independence on 18 September and this was followed by a 
declaration of sovereignty by Bosnia & Herzegovina on 15 October 1991. On 22 May 1992 Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia 
and Slovenia were all admitted to the United Nations. These events brought forth escalating levels of violence and a bitter 
civil war erupted in the three states. Croatia and Bosnia suffered more so because of the strong Serbian populations in 


those countries. Eventually the UN had to be called in to broker a ceasefire between the warring factions. Initially a UN 
Military Liaison Office - Yugoslavia (UNMLOY) was established on 8 January 1992, but this was later expanded into the 
UN Protection Force (UNPROFOR) on 21 February 1992. 


The cover below shows meter franking machine G4490 inscribed DANCON / UNPROFOR was used by the Danish 
contingent in Croatia on official (paid) mail. The Danes formed part of UNPROFOR Sector North which covered an area 
under Karlovac up to nearly Sinj in the west and just north of Knin in the south. The meter mark was in use from April 1992 
and shows damage to the slogan and to the “town” die caused from when it was dropped on the floor in August/September 
1992. In this state it was in use until July 1995. This cover is dated 14.1.94 and has the large three line slogan die “IN 
THE SERVICE OF PEACE” used on official (paid) mail. It also shows a large circular UNPROFOR datestamp used to 
identify UN mail. 









| 


















IN THE 
bu N D E locus \ 
ESTE V PR Khe 
j on ee ey ey A p an CK Q 
Ii i r CAGE NG en AS j 
| SRU 
like Knott 
IAN 1994 15 Mansbridge Road 
MOMS 
L wei id 
aS) evon 
4 Ky ia 






lAn 





Tion {O 














Danish Peacekeeping Forces 


United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR) - Croatia 


Meter: G4490 


Meter franking machine G4490 inscribed DANCON / UNPROFOR was 
introduced in April 1992 and the slogan die “IN THE SERVICE OF 
PEACE” was used on official (paid) mail. These two examples 
(09.6.93 and 08.7.95) show damage to the slogan and to the “town” die 
caused from when it was dropped on the floor in August/September 
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Paces: From March to July 1995 this slogan die was also used on private 
‘ (free) post with “00000” in the postage die, but from about August 1995 
this die was taken out of service due to extensive damage. 
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Danish Peacekeeping Forces 


United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR) - Croatia 


Meter: G4490 


The Danish Contingent (DANCON) was part of UNPROFOR Sector North which used the Feltpost 20 address for Danish troops in that Sector. By agreement 
between the Danish postal administration and the Danish Army mail was transported by air from Denmark to Zagreb in Croatia. Parcels were transported to 
Zagreb by lorry once a week (Friday). 


Meter franking machine G4490 inscribed DANCON / UNPROFOR was introduced in April 1992 and the slogan die “FREE MAIL SERVICE” was used on private 
(fee) mail with “00000” in the postage die. The meter frank was introduced in April 1992 and this example dated 22.4.92 is soon after its introduction and prior to 
the damage caused to the slogan and to the “town” die in August/September 1992. 
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Handwritten return address on reverse 
of cover (reduced in size) 
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When the other slogan (IN THE 
SERVICE OF PEACE) was taken 
out of use this slogan was also 
used for official (paid) mail. This 
was from around the middle of 
1995. 


The 1993 cover also shows use 
of the Feltpost 20 address for 
Danish troops in Sector North in 
Croatia. 










Kres? do / 2° Rol 


\< 








Danish Peacekeeping Forces 


United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR) - Croatia 





Meter: G4490 































“town” die caused in August/September 1992. 
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Danish Peacekeeping Forces 


Albania Force (AFOR) - Albania 


Meter: G7179 


Meter franking machine 
G7179 inscribed 
DANCON / AFOR was 
introduced for a small 
contingent of Danish 
soldiers involved in 
support of humanitarian 
assistance operations in 
Albania caused by the 
conflict in Kosovo. 


This went under the 
name of Operation 
ALLIED HARBOUR and 
the core of the force 
called Albania Force 
(AFOR) was provided 
by Allied Command 
Europe Mobile Force 
(Land) (AMF(L)). 


There was no slogan 
used in this meter 
franking which was 
used from June to 
September 1999. This 
cover is dated 16.7.99. 


The address used for 
Danish troops involved 
in AFOR was Feltpost 
777. 





Danish Peacekeeping Forces 


Kosovo Force (KFOR) - Kosovo 


Meter: G7179 


Kosovo was an autonomous region within Serbia and although referred to as Kosovo the ethnic Albanian population 
preferred to use their spelling of Kosova. The Albanians had been a cause of friction with the Serbs for many years 
and eventually this tension between the Albanian ethnic majority and Serb minority boiled over into violence, not 
helped with other conflicts taking place with the breakup of the former Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. By the end 
of 1995 some 340,000 Kosovar Albanians had sought political asylum outside of Yugoslavia. In turn by the spring 
of 1997 almost the entire Croat population of Kosovo had emigrated to Croatia. The UN had called upon both sides 
to end the conflict and seek a political settlement. However, the Serbs refused to listen and ignored the pleas and 
warnings of the international community. Instead they carried on their persecution of the Albanian community. 


Despite all the pressures and threats by NATO, the promises made by the Serbs were not fulfilled. Aggression and 
repression against the Kosovar Albanians continued and intensified. The civil war in the Serbian province of 
Kosovo led to a UN sanctioned and NATO-led Kosovo Force (KFOR) entering the country from neighbouring 
Macedonia on 12 June 1999, some 48,000 strong. The Danish battalion formed part of the French-led North Sector 
with HQ at Mitrovica, later known as Multinational Brigade North (MNB(N)). 


The cover below shows meter franking machine G7179 inscribed DANBN / KFOR which was brought into use from 
25 October 1999 for Danish soldiers involved in KFOR and used the address Feltpost 555. This cover is dated 
10.12.00 with postage paid on all mail, both private and official but does not have a slogan die (other examples are 
known to show the NATO star). 
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Danish Peacekeeping Forces 


Kosovo Force (KFOR) - Macedonia 


Meter: G7500 


The main NATO communication line to Kosovo ran through Macedonia, or the "The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia" (FYROM) to give it its formal title, with some 4,000 
personnel from 17 nations in the KFOR Rear command, whose headquarters was located at Kumanovo, to the east of the Macedonian capital Skopje and close to southern Serbia. 
Each of these 17 out of the 39 participating nations in KFOR had National Support Elements (NSE) in Macedonia. Headquarters KFOR Rear was responsible for sustaining the so- 


called ‘Communications Zone’ (COMMZ) in the KFOR theatre rear area. Its main mission was the reception, staging, onward movement, and integration of KFOR contingents 
moving through the COMMZ. HQ KFOR Rear was also the primary point of contact for the respective NSEs. The Danish Contingent (DANCON) included a National Support 
Element (NSE) based near the airport of Petrovec outside Skopje in FYROM. 
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Meter franking machine 
G7500 inscribed 
DANCON / KFOR was in 
use by 2001 at the Danish 
National Support Element 
(NSE) at Petrovec where 
the address Feltpost 666 
was used - as can be 
seen on the cachet found 
on the reverse of the 
cover. The slogan die 
was simply the NATO star 
and the example right is 
dated 20.6.03. 
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